
Names of the Disciples / Apostles and Their Fates 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

John the Baptist / Apostle Paul - The Disciples / Apostles 

The circumstances of the deaths of the other apostles, not stated in the Bible, are related through church tradition, 

so we should not put too much weight on any of the other accounts. They most likely may be true, but again, 

not known for sure. 

John the Baptist - was beheaded. Herod, who was tetrarch, or sub-king, of Galilee under the 
Roman Empire, had imprisoned John the Baptist because he reproved Herod for divorcing his wife 

(Phasaelis, daughter of King Aretas of Nabataea) and unlawfully taking Herodias, the wife of his brother 

Herod Philip I. 

Paul - commonly known as Saint Paul, and also known by his native name Saul of Tarsus was an 

apostle (though not one of the Twelve Apostles) who taught the gospel of the Christ to the first century 

world. He is generally considered one of the most important figures of the Apostolic Age. In the mid-30s 

to the mid-50s AD, he founded several churches in Asia Minor and Europe. Paul took advantage of his 

status as both a Jew and a Roman citizen to minister to both Jewish and Roman audiences. 

The main source for information about Paul's life is the material found in his epistles and in 
Acts. However, the epistles contain little information about Paul's past. According to writings in the 

New Testament, prior to his conversion Paul was a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee," part of the Jewish 

religious elite. While he was still fairly young, he was sent to Jerusalem to receive his education at the 

school of Gamaliel, one of the most noted rabbis in history. In the narrative of the Acts of the Apostles 
(often referred to simply as Acts), Paul was dedicated to persecuting the early disciples of Jesus in the area 

of Jerusalem. He was traveling on the road from Jerusalem to Damascus on a mission to 
"bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem" when the resurrected Jesus appeared to him in a 

great light. He was struck blind but, after three days, his sight was restored by Ananias of Damascus, 
and Paul began to preach that Jesus of Nazareth is the Jewish Messiah and the Son of God. 

Approximately half of the book of Acts deals with Paul's life and works. 

It has been popularly assumed that Saul's name was changed when he converted from Judaism to 

Christianity, but that is not the case. His Jewish name was "Saul," perhaps after the biblical King Saul, 
a fellow Benjamite and the first king of Israel. According to the Book of Acts, he inherited  

Roman citizenship from his father. As a Roman citizen, he also bore the Latin name of "Paul. It was quite 

usual for the Jews of that time to have two names, one Hebrew, the other Latin or Greek.  

Jesus called him "Saul, Saul" in "the Hebrew tongue" in the book of Acts, when he had the vision which 

led to his conversion on the Road to Damascus. Later, in a vision to Ananias of Damascus,
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"the Lord" referred to him as "Saul, of Tarsus.” When Ananias came to restore his sight,                              

he called him "Brother Saul.” 

In Acts 13:9, Saul is called "Paul" for the first time on the island of Cyprus—much later than the time of 

his conversion. The author (Luke) indicates that the names were interchangeable: "Saul, who also is 

called Paul." He thereafter refers to him as Paul, apparently Paul's preference since he is called Paul in all 

other Bible books where he is mentioned, including those that he authored. Adopting his Roman name 

was typical of Paul's missionary style. His method was to put people at their ease and to approach them 

with his message in a language and style to which they could relate, as in 1 Cor. 9:19–23.  

Fourteen of the twenty-seven books in the New Testament have traditionally been attributed to Paul. 

Seven of the epistles are undisputed by scholars as being authentic, with varying degrees of argument 

about the remainder. Today, Paul's epistles continue to be vital roots of the theology, worship,                  

and pastoral life in the Catholic and Protestant traditions of the West, and the Orthodox traditions of the 

East. Paul's influence on Christian thought and practice has been characterized as being as                    

"profound as it is pervasive,” among that of many other apostles and missionaries involved in the spread 

of the Christian faith. Augustine of Hippo developed Paul's idea that salvation is based on faith and not 

"works of the law". Martin Luther's interpretation of Paul's writings influenced Luther's doctrine of          

Sola fide (Latin: by faith alone), also known as justification by faith alone. The New Testament does not 

say when or how Paul died. A few sources in church history state that Paul was beheaded at Rome.           

The date of Paul's death is believed to have occurred after the Great Fire of Rome in July 64, but before 

the last year of Nero's reign, in 68.  

Here are the names of his twelve disciples: Simon (also called Peter), Andrew (Peter’s brother),              

James (Zebedee’s son), John (James’s brother), Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew                          

(the tax collector), James (Alphaeus’s son), Thaddaeus, Simon (a member of “The Zealots,”                   

a subversive political party), Judas Iscariot (the one who betrayed Him).  

None of the apostles were called from the priesthood or the "professional clergy" of Jesus' day.   

1. Peter – was martyred in Rome about 66 AD, during the persecution under Emperor Nero.                           

Peter was crucified, upside down at his request, since he did not feel he was worthy to die in the same 

manner as his Lord. Simon Peter, son of Jonas, was a fisherman who lived in Bethsaida and Capernaum. 

He did evangelistic and missionary work among the Jews, going as far as Babylon. He was a member of 

the Inner Circle and authored the two New Testament epistles which bear his name.  

In every apostolic list, the name Peter is mentioned first. However, Peter had other names. At the time of 

Christ, the common language was Greek and the family language was Hebrew. So his Greek name was 

Simon (Mark 1:16; John 1:40, 41). His Hebrew name was Cephas (1 Corinthians 1:12; 3:22; 9:5 and 

Galatians 2:9). The Greek meaning of Simon is rock. The Arabic meaning of Cephas is also rock. 
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By trade, Peter was a fisherman. He was a married man (1 Corinthians 9:5) and his home was 

Capernaum. Jesus probably made His headquarters there when He visited Capernaum. Peter was also a 

Galilean as was typical of many of the other disciples.  

Among the twelve, Peter was the leader. He stands out as a spokesman for all the twelve Apostles.             

It is he who asked how often he must forgive. It is he who inquired about the reward for all of those who 

follow Jesus. It is he who first confessed Jesus and declared Him as the Son of the Living God.                   

It is he who was at the Mount of Transfiguration. It is he who saw Jairus' daughter raised to life.                

Yet, it is he who denied Christ before a maiden. He was an Apostle and a missionary who laid down his 

life for his Lord. It is true, Peter had many faults, but he had always the saving grace of the loving heart. 

No matter how many times he had fallen and failed, he always recovered his courage and integrity. 

Tradition says he was crucified, head downward, in Rome. 

2. Andrew – (Simon Peter’s brother) and a son of Jonas. He lived in Bethsaida and Capernaum and was a 

fisherman before Jesus called him. Originally he was a disciple of John the Baptist (Mark 1:16-18). 

Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus (John 1:40). He is the first to have the title of Home and 

Foreign Missionary. Andrew introduced others to Jesus. Although circumstances placed him in a position 

where it would have been easy for him to become jealous and resentful, he was optimistic and well 

content in second place. His main purpose in life was to bring others to the Master. 

According to tradition, it was in Achaia, Greece, in the town of Patra that Andrew died a martyr.                  

When Governor Aepeas' wife was healed and converted to the Christian faith, and shortly after that the 

Governor's brother became a Christian. Aepeas was enraged. He arrested Andrew and condemned him to 

die on the cross. Andrew, feeling unworthy to be crucified on the same-shaped cross as his Master, 

begged that his be different. So, he was crucified on an X-shaped cross, which is still called Saint 

Andrew's cross. He is claimed by three countries as their Patron Saint - Russia, Scotland and Greece.  

3. James, the Elder - Boanerges, son of Zebedee and Salome, brother of John the Apostle; a fisherman 

who lived in Bethsaida, Capernaum and Jerusalem. He preached in Jerusalem and Judea and was 

beheaded by Herod, AD 44 (Acts 12:1,2). He was a member of the Inner Circle, so called because they 

were accorded special privileges. The New Testament tells us very little about James. His name never 

appears apart from that of his brother, John. They were an inseparable pair (Mark 1:19-20; Matthew 4:21; 

Luke 5:1-11).  He was a man of courage and forgiveness, a man without jealousy, living in the shadow of 

John, a man of extraordinary faith. He was the first of the twelve to become a martyr.  

4. John - Boanerges, son of Zebedee and Salome, brother of James, the Apostle. He was known as the 

“beloved Disciple.”  A fisherman who lived in Bethsaida, Capernaum and Jerusalem, he was a member of 

Jesus’ Inner Circle. He was the leader of the church in the Ephesus area and is said to have taken care of 

Mary the mother of Jesus in his home. He preached among the churches of Asia Minor.                    

During Domitian's persecution in the middle 90's, he was banished to the isle of Patmos in the southern 

part of the Aegean Sea. He wrote the Gospel of John, I John, II John, III John and while exiled on this 
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island John had a vision of Jesus Christ and wrote the prophetic book of Revelation. John was one of the 

prominent Apostles. He is mentioned in many places in the New Testament. His second name was 

Boanerges, which means son of Thunder. He and his brother, James, came from a more well-to-do family 

than the rest of the 12 Apostles. He was close to Peter. They were acting together in the ministry.           

Peter, however, was always the spokesman for the group. An early Latin tradition has him escaping 

unhurt after being cast into boiling oil at Rome. It is also said that an attempt was made on his life by 

giving him a chalice of poison from which God spared hm. Another tradition says he was later freed and 

is the only one of the company generally thought to have died a natural death from old age sometime after 

AD 98.  

5. Philip - is described as a disciple from the city of Bethsaida, as were Andrew and Peter. He also was 

among those surrounding John the Baptist when the latter first pointed out Jesus as the Lamb of God.         

It was Philip who first introduced Nathanael (sometimes identified with Bartholomew) to Jesus.  

Of the four Gospels, Philip figures most prominently in the Gospel of John. Philip is asked by Jesus how 

to feed 5,000 people. Later he appears as a link to the Greek community. Philip bore a Greek name,        

may have spoken Greek, and may have been known to the Greek pilgrims in Jerusalem.                            

He advises Andrew that certain Greeks wish to meet Jesus, and together they inform Jesus of this            

(John 12:21). During the Last Supper, when Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father, he provides 

Jesus the opportunity to teach His disciples about the unity of the Father and the Son.  

Philip possibly had a powerful ministry in Carthage in North Africa and then in Asia Minor.                 

Tradition says Philip the Apostle preached in Phrygia, in Asia Minor, and was martyred there at 

Hierapolis, Syria c. AD 80. 

6. Bartholomew or Nathanael - Son of Talmai, lived in Cana of Galilee. Tradition says he was a 

missionary in Armenia. A number of scholars believe that he was the only one of the 12 disciples who 

came from royal blood, or noble birth. His name means Son of Tolmai or Talmai (2 Samuel 3:3).         

Talmai was king of Geshur whose daughter, Maacah, was the wife of David, mother of Absolom. 

Bartholomew's name appears with every list of the disciples (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14;          

Acts 1:13). This was not a first name, however; it was his second name. His first name probably was 

Nathanael, whom Jesus called "An Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile" (John 1:47). 

The New Testament gives us very little information about him. Tradition indicates he was a great searcher 

of the Scripture and a scholar in the law and the prophets. He developed into a man of complete surrender 

to the Carpenter of Nazareth, and one of the Church's most adventurous missionaries. He is said to have 

preached with Philip in Phrygia and Hierapolis; also in Armenia. The Armenian Church claims him as its 

founder and martyr. However, tradition says that he preached in India, and his death seems to have taken 

place there. He died as a martyr for his Lord. He was flayed alive with knives. 
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7. Thomas the Apostle - called Didymus which means "the twin.” He is informally called                   

doubting Thomas because he doubted Jesus' resurrection when first told (in the Gospel of John account 

only), followed later by his confession of faith, "My Lord and my God", on seeing Jesus' wounded body. 

Thomas was probably most active in the area east of Syria. Tradition has him preaching as far east as 

India, where the ancient Marthoma Christians revere him as their founder. They claim that he died there 

when pierced through with the spears of four soldiers. 

8. Matthew - Matthew was named Levi before his call by Jesus. We don't know whether Jesus gave him 

the name Matthew or whether he changed it himself, but it is a shortening of the name Mattathias,           

which means "gift of Yahweh," or simply "the gift of God." 

On the same day Jesus invited Matthew to follow Him, Matthew threw a great farewell feast in his home 

in Capernaum, inviting his friends so they could meet Jesus too. From that time on, instead of collecting 

tax money, Matthew collected souls for Christ. Despite his sinful past, Matthew was uniquely qualified to 

be a disciple. He was an accurate record keeper and keen observer of people. He captured the smallest 

details. Those traits served him well when he wrote the Gospel of Matthew some 20 years later. 

Matthew displayed one of the most radically changed lives in the Bible in response to an invitation from 

Jesus. He did not hesitate; he did not look back. He left behind a life of wealth and security for poverty 

and uncertainty. He abandoned the pleasures of this world for the promise of eternal life. 

The remainder of Matthew's life is uncertain. Tradition says he preached for 15 years in Jerusalem 

following the death and resurrection of Jesus, then went out on the mission field to other countries.         

Like most of the apostles late in their lives he became a missionary. He was arrested in Ethiopia.                 

It was there that he was staked or impaled to the earth by spears and then beheaded. Not much beyond this 

is known since Matthew was in such a remote place in Africa and went where few historians or  

Christians ventured to go. 

It is clearly impossible to estimate the debt that Christianity owes to this despised tax gatherer.              

The average man would have thought it impossible to reform Matthew, but to God all things are possible. 

Matthew became the first man to write down the teachings of Jesus. He was a missionary of the Gospel, 

who laid down his life for the faith of his Master. 

9. James – the Lesser or Younger, son of Alpheus, or Cleophas and Mary, lived in Galilee. He is one of 

at least three James referred to in the New Testament. There is some confusion as to which is which,           

but this James is reckoned to have ministered in Syria.  

James was one of the little-known disciples. Some scholars believe he was the brother of Matthew,           

the tax collector. James was a man of strong character and one of a most fiery type.                                  

The Jewish historian Josephus reported that he was stoned and then clubbed to death.                                 

Still another tradition says that he died as a martyr and his body was sawed in pieces.  
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He did NOT write the Book of James, but Jesus' half-Brother James did— and that other James was NOT 

one of the 12 Disciples.  

10. Thaddaeus was one of the 12 Apostles. It is believed that he was also known as Judas, son of James         

(not to be confused with Judas Iscariot, the man who betrayed Jesus). In some New Testament passages, 

the name Thaddaeus appears among the list of 12 Apostles. But in other New Testament passages,           

the name Judas, son of James, appears instead. In ancient times, a person could have two or three different 

names, such as a Greek-language name and a Hebrew name. And, sometimes people were known 

primarily by their occupational title. In the apostolic lists at Matthew 10:3 and Mark 3:18, Jude is omitted, 

but there is a Thaddeus (or in some manuscripts of Matthew 10:3, "Lebbaeus who was surnamed 

Thaddaeus", and so in the King James Version) listed in his place. This has led many Christians since 

early times to harmonize the lists by positing a "Jude Thaddeus", known by either name.                               

Jude was crucified in Beirut, c. AD 65. 

11. Simon the Zealot - was one of the most obscure among the apostles of Jesus. As with many of the other 

Apostles, there have been so many opinions on where he traveled and how he died. One story goes that he 

ministered in Persia and was killed after refusing to sacrifice to the sun god. Other stories state that he 

preached in Mauritania on the west coast of Africa and then went to England, where he was crucified in 

74 AD or was put to death by a saw sometime in the first century. 

12. Judas Iscariot - According to Matthew 27:3-6, the treacherous apostle quickly felt remorse over his 

betrayal of Jesus and went to the Temple to recant. When the high priests ignored his plea, he threw down 

the 30 pieces of silver that he had been paid, and went off and hanged himself.  But Acts 1:15-20,               

gives a different and even grislier version of Judas’ demise. Luke states that Judas used the blood money 

to purchase a piece of land and then fell headlong from a high place there, so that “he burst asunder in the 

midst, and all his bowels gushed out.” Jerusalem residents subsequently named the place Aceldama, 

which means “the field of blood.” 

* Matthais  -  There is no mention of a Matthias among the lists of disciples or followers of Jesus in the 

three synoptic gospels, but according to Acts, he had been with Jesus from his baptism by John until his 

Ascension. In the days following, Peter proposed that the assembled disciples, who numbered about one 

hundred and twenty, nominate two men to replace Judas. They chose Joseph called                               

Barsabas (whose surname was Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, "Thou, Lord, which knows the 

hearts of all [men], shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, That he may take part of this ministry 

and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place."                        

Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was numbered with the eleven apostles.                   

Matthias was present with the other apostles at Pentecost. Matthias, chosen by the apostles to replace 

Judas, was stoned and beheaded in Jerusalem sometime in the first century.  
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