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Paradox of the Faith – John MacArthur 

As I mentioned to you this morning...when I get away in a little bit of a break from the intensity of the 

normal pressures of ministry, I do some reading and even do some thinking. Sort of outside the 

boundaries of constant preparation for sermons. I'm very much aware of the fact that unconverted 

people don't understand Christianity. 

In 1 Corinthians chapter 2 in verse 14, the Apostle Paul says, "But a natural man"...That's a man in his 

natural condition...an unspiritual man...a man outside the Kingdom of God, an unregenerate man, 
an unconverted man or woman, for that matter...does not accept the things of the Spirit of God... 
and it isn't just that they don't accept them. It is that...they are foolishness to him; and he cannot 

understand them, because they are spiritually appraised...or spiritually examined." Now this is a 

reality. Unconverted people...look at the cross. Look at the Christian Gospel, the Christian faith, 
and it appears as foolishness to them. Of course, they are spiritually dead in trespasses and sin. 

They are spiritually blind, blinded by the God of this world, blinded by their own sinfulness. 

They are deaf to the voice of God. They are ignorant of their condition and of the truth of God. 

And so...the Gospel appears to them to be foolish. Even when they would study it, perhaps with some 

vigor, it might continue to look foolish to them, because, in the Gospel message, there are contained so 

many contrasts.  

I don't want to speak to you a long time tonight. In fact, just a short time, but I've been thinking about 

this quite a while, and, as I was flying back to southern California on Friday from up in Canada, 

where we were, I started writing down the things that make the Gospel appear foolish. Things like this: 

A king who becomes a servant. A king who exchanges the crown of glory for a crown of thorns. 

The eternal God...who fills all the vastness of the limitless universe, confined to a human body. 
The God who is outside time. The Creator of time, subject to 33 years of life. The eternal Giver of Life 

who dies...on the surface, all of that seems paradoxical, if not downright contradictory. 

The righteous judge...the holy and righteous judge who becomes the guilty criminal's advocate.. 
the holy executioner of sinners who becomes the Savior of sinners. The God who measures all men 

against the perfection of His law...and decides to forgive sinners all the violations.  

And it isn't just...those matters which have to do with God that appear so contradictory and so difficult. 

It is matters that have to do with God's revelation. God has given us Scripture, and Scripture is a law 

which provides complete freedom from sin. And the truth of Scripture obeyed is a freedom which is a 

form of slavery to righteousness. Even when you look at believers' lives...we are enemies who become 

sons. We are outcasts who become aristocrats. We are the poor who become rich. We are the bankrupt 

who are made joint heirs with Christ and will inherit all eternal glories. We are the criminals who 

become judges...We are the haters of God who become the lovers of God. We are the ones 
God hates...and then loves. We are...souls born twice. We are dying people who live forever... 
We live lives...subject to death...and yet we conquer death. We are the constantly defeated who 

become more than conquerors. We are heroes who rejoice in our weaknesses. We are the world's 

despised...whom the Lord honors forever. We are part of a Kingdom on earth that has a capital city in 

Heaven. We are just a humble little flock...and yet we are kings and priests unto our God.  

And all of this, for us, is made possible by the humanly incomprehensible reality that the Giver of Life 

gave up His life that the dead might live. Now, there are many other things that could be said, 
and I'm working on another list. But therein lies something of the apparent paradoxical nature of our 

faith. And a natural person looking at that, hearing me say all of this, could easily be mystified. 
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People cannot understand the Gospel. The natural man cannot understand it, and it appears to him to be 

foolish, contradictory...unreasonable, illogical...because it is spiritually discerned, and he is spiritually 

dead.  

But I would venture to say that you all understood everything I was saying, didn't you? You understand 

all of that, because you understand the Gospel. It isn't that you're so brilliant that you understand it.         

It is, as it says in verse 14, it is spiritually examined. And then verse 15, "He who is spiritual appraises 

all things." He who is spiritual is that one who has come out of that natural condition into a spiritual 

life by virtue of the mighty work of God in his soul or her soul. And for those of us who have received 

that work of God and been made alive and had the blinders taken off so that we could see, and our ears 

unstopped so that we could hear, and our minds opened so that we could understand, for us...                 

we have, verse 16 says, "The mind of Christ."  

To me, that is as magnanimous (worthy) a statement as can be made in Scripture about believers.         

We have the mind of Christ. We can understand...all about a king who became a servant, all about that 

king who exchanged a crown of glory for a crown of thorns. We can understand the Eternal God who 

dies and is the Giver of All Life. The righteous judge who becomes the criminal's advocate.             

The holy executioner of sinners who becomes their Savior. We can understand that.                           

We can understand a law that provides freedom from sin, and a freedom that is slavery to 

righteousness. We understand what it means to be an aristocrat, when once you were an outcast.               

A son when once you were an enemy. The heir of eternal glory when once you were bankrupt.           

Rich when once you were poor. A judge when once you were a criminal. A friend of God when once 

you were His enemy. Beloved of God when once hated. We can understand what it means to be born 

twice. We can understand that we are, though dying in this world, going to live forever. And, though, 

in the physical realm death conquers, in the spiritual realm, life conquers. We know what it is to be 

constantly defeated and, yet, more than conquerors through Christ. And we know what it is to be a 

hero because we rejoice in our weaknesses. We understand that we are but a little fly, and yet kings 

and priests to God, part of a heavenly Kingdom on earth, with a capital city in Heaven.                       

And we understand that, because we understand the great Gospel truth that the Giver of Life gave up 

His life that the dead might live.  

Now, all of that is basic to us. That is the glory of the Kingdom. It's incomprehensibility to anybody 

who doesn't have the mind of Christ, doesn't think that way...What a privilege has been granted to all 

of us who are believers to have been given the mind of Christ.  

Now, I don't want to lead you into some kind of mystical assumptions about the mind of Christ.             

The mind of Christ is this book. You know, there are many who would talk about the mind of Christ, 

and they would assume that having the mind of Christ is some mystical experience in which you are 

sort of...transcendentally led into thinking the way Jesus thinks. Or some would say today,                      

that having the mind of Christ means you get prophecies from Christ or revelations from Christ,             

and you articulate them. That's not what it means.  

To have the mind of Christ means to think the way He thinks. And we know exactly how He thinks, 

because He's revealed what He thinks here. Is that not true? Is this the Word of God? Is Christ God? 

Then this is the Word of God, the Word of Christ. That's why Paul in Colossians said,                          

"Let the Word of Christ dwell in you...what? ...richly." As the Word of Christ dwells in you richly,         

you have the mind of Christ. And those things that appear to be conundrums, those things that appear 

to be paradoxes, those things that appear to be contradictions, those things that appear to be 
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mysteries...are very clear to us...because the Lord has transformed our lives and opened our minds to 

the wonderful ministry of the Holy Spirit.  

Really, all of the incredible glories of the Kingdom, many more than I've mentioned to you 

tonight...take us back to one great reality, and that is the cross. 'Because it's when you look at the cross, 

that you see it all come together. There, the Eternal God, the Giver of Life, dies. There the great judge 

becomes the criminal's advocate, actually becomes the criminal's substitute. There the great 

executioner becomes the great Savior and so forth. And it is in that act on the cross that enemies 

become friends and rebels become sons and haters of God become lovers of God and so forth and so 

forth.  

It is that credible glory of the cross that permeates all other elements of the Gospel and of the Christian 

faith. It's critical for us to understand that we have, in having the Word of God, access to these 

immense glories. They are not available to the unconverted. Not at all.  

Back in chapter 1 verse 18, 1 Corinthians, "The word of the cross...Paul says...is to those who are 

perishing foolishness." There's the same idea again. People who don't know the Lord, who don't have 

spiritual life, who are in their natural condition, look at this as absolute foolishness. But to us,                

who are being saved, going from justification through sanctification to glorification,                             

it is the power of God. In the end, verse 19 says, "The wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the 

clever will be destroyed." The wisest and the most educated and the most profound in the world can 

make no contribution to ultimate spiritual truth. "Where is the wise man?...verse 20...Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?                           

...and in verse 21, this is why the wisdom of the world is so useless, because...in the wisdom of God, 

the world through its wisdom didn't come to know God... 

You can take all the brain trusts of the history of humanity, and they can't collectively or individually 

come to know God. The only way to come to know God, it says in that same verse, "God was well-

pleased through the foolishness of the Gospel or the message preached to save those who believe." 

And that's why, down in chapter 2 verse 1, Paul says, "When I came, brethren, I didn't come with 

superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. I just determined to know 

nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him...what? ...crucified."  It's...it's that Gospel that saves. 

It's that Gospel that gives life. It's that Gospel that brings transformation. It's the Gospel of the cross. 

And when the transformation comes, then all these mysteries that we've talked about become clear, 

because we receive the mind of Christ.  

It really is an immense reality to think about. We know how God thinks. We know how Christ thinks, 

because the pages of Scripture reveal it. What God says is a reflection of what God thinks...and that is 

precisely what the Scripture is. 

Christians who try to reconcile every doctrine in a humanly rational way are inevitably drawn to 

extremes. Seeking to remove all mystery and paradox, they emphasize one truth or aspect of God’s 

Word at the expense of another which seems to contradict it.  

Many doctrines involve seeming paradoxes.   
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Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully man; and while Scripture was written by human authors,           

God wrote every word. The gospel is offered to the whole world, yet applied only to the elect.          

God eternally secures believers’ salvation, yet they are commanded to persevere.  

Then said Jesus to His disciples, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for 

My sake shall find it. Matthew 16:25.   

"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find 

it." Now that's a simple message in that verse, very simple. Well, you say, "What's it saying?" Just this, 

whoever lives only to save his earthly physical life, whoever lives to preserve his ease and his comfort 

and his self-indulgence, will lose his spiritual eternal soul. But whoever is willing to give up his earthly 

physical life, deny himself, bear the cross, follow in obedience to the Lordship of Christ will save his 

spiritual eternal soul. 

In other words, you have a choice. You can go for it now and lose it forever. Or you can give it up now 

and gain it forever. That's the point. By the way, the word "life" there is the same as "soul" and the 

same as "self", it's the same idea. The terms may be different, the idea is the same. It's talking about 

yourself, your life, your soul, that inward part of you, that real you. You spend your life going for the 

gold right here and you're going to lose everything forever...forever.  

It really strikes a death blow as well to the current trend that I see in Christianity.                              

Much of contemporary Christianity and church life is bent on self-centered, self-circumferenced 

consumption. There are many people who wish to identify themselves with Jesus Christ. They wish to 

call themselves Christians and they're whole perspective toward it is that they are in it for what they 

can get out of it. Christianity has somehow been redefined as "get." And Jesus has been turned into a 

utilitarian genie, who must jump at our ever whim when we rub the magic lamp. 

There are some among the charismatics, for example, who say that Jesus is here to make you healthy, 

wealthy and happy. And they tell us Jesus wants you well. Or, Jesus wants you rich. And if you aren't 

all those things, then you're not demanding your rights or you don't have enough faith to appropriate 

what's yours because Christianity is designed for you to get everything you need and want. 

And even the fundamentalists and evangelicals through the years have been guilty of propagating a 

Jesus who is offered to men as a panacea for everything. Wouldn't you like to be happy?                        

Wouldn't you like to have abundant life? Wouldn't you like to know peace? Wouldn't you like all your 

problems solved? It will make you a better salesman and a better athlete, etc., etc. And we advertise the 

"get" without the "give," the "gain" without the "pain." 

And then there are the self-esteem cultists and the self-image cultists who tell us that Jesus came to 

boost our self-esteem and our self-image. They have fallen victim to the Narcissism, the self-love of 

our contemporary society. 

But I submit to you that to view coming to Jesus Christ as simply to get is to prostitute the divine 

intention. To come to Jesus Christ, yes, is to receive and keep on receiving forever and ever.             

But there's pain before the gain and there is a cross before the crown and there is suffering before the 

glory. And there is sacrifice before the reward. And I believe that's what our Lord is teaching us in this 

critical passage.                                    ------------------------ 
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Paradoxes in the Bible - Scott LaPierre  

Here’s one of the most common: God exalts the humble and humbles the exalted: 

1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time. 

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

This principle is expressed in the Old Testament as well: 

1 Samuel 2:8 God raises the poor from the dust And lifts the beggar from the ash heap, 

To set them among princes. And make them inherit the throne of glory. 

Ezekiel 21:26 Thus says the Lord God, “Remove the turban, and take off the crown;                     

Nothing shall remain the same. Exalt the humble, and humble the exalted.” 

Here are a few more paradoxes: 

In Matthew 23:11 Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be greatest, should be everyone’s servant.”  

In Mark 9:35 Jesus said, “Anyone who wants to be first, must be the very last.” 

In Luke 17:33 Jesus said, “Whoever tries to keep their lives will lose it, and whoever loses their lives 

will keep it.” 

In 2 Corinthians 12:10 and 13:9 Paul said, “When we are weak we are strong.” 

James 1:2 says, “Count it all joy when you fall into various trials.” 

Other paradoxes are subtler. For example, Luke 1:50 says God’s mercy is for those who fear Him. 

People who are most afraid of God have the least to fear from Him, and people who don’t fear God 

have the most to fear from Him. This is a paradox. It doesn’t make sense: if you fear God you don’t 

have to be afraid of Him, but if you don’t fear God, you have a lot to fear from Him. 

Think about Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. The Assyrians were known for their cruelty and brutality. 

They mutilated people, resettled entire populations, and rejoiced over butchering their victims.             

They had absolutely no fear of God, and as a result had every reason to fear God: in Jonah 3:4          

the prophet told the people, “In forty days God is going to destroy your city.” The people became 

afraid of God and dramatically repented. As a result, God’s mercy toward them became so great that 

when Jonah still wanted to see them judged, God rebuked the prophet for his lack of mercy saying, 

“Should I not pity these people?” (Jonah 4:11). The simple point is this: when they didn’t fear God 

they had everything to fear from God, but when they feared God, they had nothing to fear from Him. 

  

https://scottlapierre.org/paradoxes-in-the-bible/
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I’d like to mention one more paradox, but there are three things I’d like to say about it first: 

1. While the previous paradoxes could be quoted, there isn’t one specific verse to capture this paradox. 

2. Even without one specific verse, this paradox is a truth maintained throughout the entire Bible. 

3. This is the most important paradox in the Bible as it determines where individuals spend eternity. 

The paradox is this: people who think they’re righteous will be declared unrighteous by God,           

and people who declare their unrighteousness will be declared righteous by God. 

Justification is the process by which God declares unrighteous sinners to be righteous. In other words, 

people are justified when God has declared them righteous. It isn’t about them being righteous;              

it is about God declaring them to be righteous. The Bible is very clear that there is only one way for 

individuals to be justified (or declared righteous by God), and that is by faith: 

Romans 3:28 We conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 

Romans 5:1 Having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 2:16 A person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Christ. We have put our 

faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law,    

because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 

Individuals declaring their righteousness think they’re good, trust in themselves, do not seek the 

righteousness that is available by faith, and therefore will not be justified by God. Individuals declaring 

their unrighteousness recognize they’re not good, don’t trust in themselves, seek the righteousness that 

is available by faith, and therefore will be justified by God. 

This paradox is most clearly seen in the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector. 

Of the Pharisee it says he “prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that 

I possess.’” (Luke 18:11, 12). 

Of the tax collector it says, “standing afar off, [he] would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven,          

but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ (Luke 18:13). 

Then Jesus said, “I tell you, this tax collector went down to his house justified, rather than the 

Pharisee.” (Luke 18:13). 

This is a paradox. The individual who – by all outward evidence – was exceptionally righteous 

shouldn’t be declared unrighteous and the tax collector – an individual the Bible identifies as terribly 

unrighteous (Matt 9:10, 11:19, Mark 2:16, Luke 5:30, 7:34, 15:1, 18:13) – shouldn’t be declared 

righteous. Those who believe they deserve heaven and are good enough to enter it will find themselves 

infinitely far from it, and those who know they don’t deserve heaven and could never be good enough 

to enter it will be welcomed. 
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These paradoxes are why God says, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways          

My ways. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and       

My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa 55:8, 9). 

And these paradoxes are why Paul can say, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 

God! How unsearchable are His judgments and how unfathomable His ways” (Rom 11:33). 

--------------------------------  

https://www.quotescosmos.com/bible/bible-verses/Paradox.html  

Proverbs 13:7 There is one who makes himself rich, yet has nothing; 

And one who makes himself poor, yet has great riches. 

Matthew 10:39 He that clings to his life shall lose it: but he that gives up his life for My sake                     

shall find it.  

Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for              

My sake shall find it. 

Mark 8:35 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and 

the gospel’s will save it. 

Luke 17:33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 

preserve it. 

John 12:25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for 

eternity. 

1 Corinthians 3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If you think you are wise by this world’s standards  

you need to become a fool to be truly wise. 

2 Corinthians 6:4,8-10 In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God.                            

We patiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind. 

2 Corinthians 6:8  We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they slander us or 

praise us. We are honest, but they call us impostors. 

2 Corinthians 6:9  We are ignored, even though we are well known. We live close to death, yet behold,            

we are still alive. We have been beaten, but we have not been killed. 

2 Corinthians 6:10  Our hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual riches 

to many others. We own nothing, and yet we have everything.  

2 Corinthians 12:3,4,  And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not 

know, but God knows—How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words,            

which it is not lawful for a man to utter.  

https://www.quotescosmos.com/bible/bible-verses/Paradox.html
https://www.quotescosmos.com/bible/bible-verses/2-Corinthians-6-8.html
https://www.quotescosmos.com/bible/bible-verses/2-Corinthians-6-8.html
https://www.quotescosmos.com/bible/bible-verses/2-Corinthians-6-8.html
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2 Corinthians 12:10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities,                             

in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 

2 Corinthians 12:11  I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it. I ought to have been 

commended by you, for in nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I am nothing. 

Ephesians 3:17-19 Then Christ will make His home in your hearts as you trust in Him. Your roots will 

grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 
 
And may you have the power to understand,             

as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep His love is.                       
 

May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be 

made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. 

Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

Revelation 21:18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold,            

like unto clear glass. 

Revelation 21:21 The twelve gates were made of pearls—each gate from a single pearl! And the main 

street was pure gold, as pure as transparent glass. 

Proverbs 11:24  There is one who scatters, yet increases more; and there is one who withholds more 

than is right, but it leads to poverty. 

“To get, we must give.” This is not the world’s method for attaining prosperity, but it is the 

paradoxical message of our text, as well as that of Christianity in general.  

Note some of the many other paradoxes in the Bible related to this basic truth. 

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me.” To really live, we must die. 

Luke 17:33 “Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 

preserve it.” To save one’s life, he or she must lose it.   

I Corinthians 3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If you think you are wise by this world’s standards you 

need to become a fool to be truly wise. To be wise, we must become fools.  

Matthew 25:21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a 

few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’                              

To reign, we must serve.   

Matthew 23:11,12  
 
The greatest among you must be a servant. 

 
But those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. To be exalted, we must become humble.   

Matthew 20:16 “So the last shall be first, and the first last” To be first, we must be last. 

https://www.quotescosmos.com/bible/bible-verses/2-Corinthians-6-8.html
https://www.quotescosmos.com/bible/bible-verses/2-Corinthians-6-8.html
https://www.icr.org/bible/Proverbs/11:24
https://www.icr.org/bible/Galatians/2:20
https://www.icr.org/bible/Luke/17:33
https://www.icr.org/bible/Matthew/25:21
https://www.icr.org/bible/Matthew/23:12
https://www.icr.org/bible/Matthew/20:16
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Finally, note the nine-fold paradox of a truly Christian ministry.                                                        

2 Corinthians 6:4,8–10  “. . . in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God. . . . By honor 

and dishonor, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well 

known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet always 

rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.”  

-------------------------------------------------------  

 

More verses many add to the ‘Paradox’ list (not all-inclusive and some may be duplicates of those 

listed above). 

Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, for by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” Give and it will 

be given to you. 

Matthew 19:30  But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. The last will 

be made first 

John 17:14-16 
 
I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world,              

but that You should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 

world. We are in the wolrd but not of the world. 

James 4:10  Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. Humble yourself to 

be honored. 

1 Cor. 15:36-38  What a foolish question! When you put a seed into the ground, it doesn’t grow into a 

plant unless it dies first. 
 
And what you put in the ground is not the plant that will grow, but only a bare 

seed of wheat or whatever you are planting. Then God gives it the new body he wants it to have.          

A different plant grows from each kind of seed. To live you must die. 

Matthew 10:39, Galatians 2:20 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake 

will find it… My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 

me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

Surrender your life to save it. 

2 Cor.12:10  That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, 

and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. When you are weak,            

you are strong. 

James 1:2 
 
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials… Difficulties are a reason for 

joy! 

Romans 6:18 Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous 

living. Freedom is found through slavery.  

Phil 3:7-8
   

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 

Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing             

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206:38&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017:14-16&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204:10&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2015:36-38&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2010:39&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%202:20&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%2012:10&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%201:2&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%206:18&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203:7-8&version=NLT
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Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish           

so that I may gain Christ, We gain everything through losing everything. 

Matthew 20:26-28  It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall 

be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man 

did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”                              

True leadership is found in serving. 

 

----------------------------------------------  

 

God cannot be tempted  

James 1:13 
 
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God;” for God cannot be tempted by 

evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 

Yet Jesus was tempted  

Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

Hebrews 4:15  
 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses,         

but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet He did not sin. 

God is invisible 

Col 1:15  
 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 

1 Tim 1:7 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God who alone is wise, be honor and 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

John 5:37 And the Father who sent Me has testified about Me Himself. You have never heard His voice 

or seen Him face to face, 

1 Tim 6:15,16 At just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only 

almighty God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells 

in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. 

Amen.  

Yet He can be seen 

Gen 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said,                         

“I am El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty.’ walk before Me and be blameless.  

Gen 26:2  
 
The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land of which  

I shall tell you.  

Gen 32:30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God face to face,                       

yet my life has been preserved.”  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020:26-28&version=NLT
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Ex 24:9-10 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel climbed up the 

mountain. There they saw the God of Israel. Under His feet there seemed to be a surface of brilliant 

blue lapis lazuli, as clear as the sky itself.  

Ex 33:11 Inside the Tent of Meeting, the LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a 

friend. Afterward Moses would return to the camp, but the young man who assisted him, Joshua son of 

Nun, would remain behind in the Tent of Meeting. 

Ex 33:23 Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be seen.” 

Is 6:1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted,                 

with the train of His robe filling the temple. 

Amos 9:1 I saw the Lord standing by the altar, and He said: “Strike the tops of the pillars so that the 

thresholds shake. Bring them down on the heads of all the people; those who are left I will kill with the 

sword. Not one will get away, none will escape. 

God cannot repent (or change His mind) 

Num 23:19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent;                         

Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

Yet He can 

Gen 6:6-7 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in         

His heart.
 
So the LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth,        

both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.”  

Jonah 3:10 When God saw their deeds, (the people of Nineveh) that they turned from their wicked way, 

then God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them.            

And He did not do it.                             --------------------------  

~The Trinity - God is One being revealed in three distinct persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit). 

~God is transcendent (separate from His creation) yet inherent (in His creation). 

~Omnipresence - God is always present everywhere, yet He sometimes speaks of Himself as 

"present" in a special way. 

~The Incarnation - God became a man. 

~The Virgin Birth - A Jewish virgin gave birth to the Son of God. 

~The Two Natures of Christ - Jesus is fully (100%) God and fully (100%) man. 

~The Atonement is sufficient to save every person, but efficient only for those who believe. 

~God is completely sovereign (in control of everything, everywhere, all the time) yet He is not the   

author of sin and He uses human choice to accomplish His purposes. 

~Inspiration of Scripture - The Bible was written by sinful human beings yet it is the inerrant and  

flawless Word of God. 

~Divine Revelation - Sinful man cannot comprehend God, yet God reveals Himself to sinful man. 

~Sanctification - Christians are sinners by nature, but saints by grace. 

~Suffering - God brings His joy and comfort into our lives through our experiences of pain, 

disappointment and suffering.  

 


