Father to Son

From a father to his son — and young men looking for — “food for thought” and information to consider
on characteristics that will define you throughout your life. Most coming from a Christian perspective and
some just a combination of common sense and experience. See companion piece For the Youth:
a little something “for your information.” For the “gold standard” of wisdom for life read the Book of
Proverbs often. In my opinion, the New Living Translation will probably give the clearest understanding.

Proverbs 1:7-9 Fear of the LORD is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and
discipline. A Father’s Exhortation: Acquire Wisdom My child, listen when your father corrects you.
Don'’t neglect your mother’s instruction. What you learn from them will crown you with grace and be a chain
of honor around your neck.

- We are never old enough, mature enough or strong enough to withstand the grasp of sin.

- It is your choice, and in your best interest, to walk with and be controlled by God.

- Strive to be a Godly man and project as much. (Let your light shine) Remember, you are always being
watched or heard by someone somewhere. Always be conscious of what you are projecting to others i.e.
manners, respect, appearance, speech and integrity among others of the like (it really does matter).
For such a man opportunities will present themselves.

-Remember, internet social network information, especially rash, thoughtless, crude, vulgar and offensive
postings will forever be in cyberspace and can and probably will come back to haunt you.

- Situations and circumstances happen to all in life when we feel least able to handle it — whether financially,
emotional or physical. God allows things to happen to us when we make wrong choices or are heading in the
wrong direction. Be aware there are consequences for sin (reaping what we sow!) God only puts “off limits”
that which is harmful to man. However, one thing to be grateful for is that God knows we will make wrong
choices and though we may reap the consequences of our choices, because He is sovereign and providential,
that is in control of all things, He has promised to work all things in the lives of those who are His for our
ultimate benefit. (Romans 8:28). A very consoling promise.

Hebrews 12:5-10 “And have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as His children?
He said, “My child, don’t make light of the LORD’s discipline, and don’t give up when He corrects you.
For the LoRD disciplines those He loves, and He punishes each one He accepts as His child. As you endure
this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as His own children. Who ever heard of a child
who is never disciplined by its father? If God doesn’t discipline you as He does all of His children,
it means that you are illegitimate and are not really His children at all. Since we respected our earthly
fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits,
and live forever? For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how.
But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in His holiness.” Duet 8:5; Rev. 3:19
"But we also rejoice in our suffering because we know that suffering produces perseverance, perseverance
character, and character hope. (Rom. 5:4; James 1:2-4. Isaiah 30:21 “And if you leave God’s paths
and go astray, you will hear a voice behind you say, “No, this is the way; walk here.”

-Attitude (Charles Swindoll) “The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.
Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money,
than circumstances, than failure, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is more
important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or break a company... a church... a home.
The remarkable thing is we have a choice everyday regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day.
We cannot change our past.. we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.
We cannot change the inevitable... Attitude keeps me going or cripples my progress. It alone fuels my fire or
assaults my hope. When my attitudes are right, there is no barrier too high, no valley too deep, no dream too
extreme, no challenge too great for me...The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have,
and that is our attitude. 1 am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% of how | react to it.
And so it is with you... we are in charge of our Attitudes.”



- When you foresee problems looming ahead, whether large or small, pray! The sooner you start the sooner
you give God opportunity to work the circumstances to a favorable conclusion. Seek out someone older,
sometimes much older, who you respect and feel you can confide in. God will lead you by the wisdom of
those He has lead earlier through life experiences. As one whose father died when | was 27, | did not realize
when he was still around the questions I could have asked. | regret that he did not take the initiative to sit me
down and tell me what I could expect from life and the proper way to approach what I would encounter.
I’ve been told that both my grandfathers were considered wise and gracious and godly men but one died
when [ was in my early teens and the other when I was about 25. It wasn’t until I was older that I realized
what | had missed in the opportunity to sit and ask them questions. Take advantage of those available to you
while you can because if you do not you will more than likely regret it. Remember, it is always better to
communicate a difference of opinion than not to speak at all. What is left unsaid leaves only assumption and
speculation. What is said is known and leaves room for understanding and reconciliation. ** See song lyrics
and youtube address to hear “The Living Years” presented later for one man’s perspective.

- Following a family tragedy or serious health issues, a person’s or family’s finances are the leading cause of
distress and the breaking up of families. The combination of the inevitable and/or unforeseen financial
emergencies, a person’s lack of understanding of the future predicament an unwise purchase may put them in
later, or simply not understanding the importance of how to handle finances and planning for the future can
have a person find themselves in so far over their heads that there will be much pain in trying to get
everything back under control. This is from someone whose has made more than my share of mistakes and
would rather pass on some information that will allow others to learn and hopefully benefit. If you really
want to hear some sad, really sad stories of the types of financial binds some people and families have gotten
into that will open your eyes including horror stories about student loan debt amounts that will give you a
real incentive not to make the same mistakes, and at the same time give you wise, proven biblical financial
instruction check out daveramsey.com. There are a number of options available including online financial
courses created for young adults.

- God is Sovereign (in total control), Providential (directs all circumstances) and Just (always does the right
thing). 2 Chronicles 19: 6-7 “..Always think carefully before pronouncing judgment. Remember that you do
not judge to please people but to please the LORD. He will be with you when you render the verdict in each
case. Fear the LORD and judge with integrity, for the LORD our God does not tolerate perverted justice,
partiality, or the taking of bribes.”

- Ephesians 4:29-32 — “Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful,
so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. And do not bring sorrow to God'’s
Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, He has identified you as His own, guaranteeing that you will be
saved on the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as
all types of evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
just as God through Christ has forgiven you.” Ephesians 5:1-7 (living in the light) “Imitate God, therefore,
in everything you do, because you are His dear children. Live a life filled with love, following the example of
Christ. He loved us and offered Himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God. Let there be no
sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no place among God’s people.
Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes—these are not for you. Instead, let there be thankfulness to
God. You can be sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of
God. For a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. Don’t be fooled by those who
try to excuse these sins, for the anger of God will fall on all who disobey Him. Don 't participate in the things
these people do.”

- Drugs — There is a big difference between prescription drugs, prescribed to address particular health
problems and recreational drugs that cannot be counted on to have the same effect on each person’s body
make-up. Recreational drugs, prescription drugs not used for the purpose intended, or alcohol when misused
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or abused, cause needless sickness, accidents that harm or kill innocent people and possibly the thoughtless
user who never thinks ahead how their lives and the lives of others can negatively be affected forever by an
act that could have been avoided by a common sense look at the consequences of that action.

- Pornography — Fueled by lust. The more you feed it the more it grows. As any habit or vice, the more it is
indulged in the harder it will be to stop. Many have become so obsessed or addicted to their vices that they
lose all they hold dear and some lose the opportunity to regain respectability in the eyes of those that mean
the most to them.

- Music/Movies/TV etc. with “no redeeming value.” When you watch or buy, you are putting money into the
actor’s or producer’s pockets to make more of the same. Don’t support that which you know is not right.

** Mike and the Mechanics - The Living Years ( HQ sound - with Lyrics)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUdiQWxps5E

The Living Years lyrics
Every generation Blames the one before
And all of their frustrations Come beating on your door
| know that I'm a prisoner To all my Father held so dear
| know that I'm a hostage To all his hopes and fears
| just wish I could have told him in the living years

Crumpled bits of paper Filled with imperfect thought
Stilted conversations I'm afraid that's all we've got
You say you just don't see it He says it's perfect sense
You just can't get agreement In this present tense
We all talk a different language Talking in defense

Say it loud, say it clear You can listen as well as you hear
It's too late when we die To admit we don't see eye to eye

So we open up a quarrel Between the present and the past
We only sacrifice the future It's the bitterness that lasts
So don't yield to the fortunes You sometimes see as fate
It may have a new perspective On a different day
And if you don't give up, and don't give in You may just be O.K.

Say it loud, say it clear You can listen as well as you hear
It's too late when we die To admit we don't see eye to eye

| wasn't there that morning When my Father passed away
I didn't get to tell him All the things | had to say
I think I caught his spirit Later that same year
I'm sure | heard his echo In my baby's new born tears
I just wish I could have told him in the living years

Say it loud, say it clear You can listen as well as you hear
It's too late when we die To admit we don't see eye to eye

Food for Thought
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUdiQWxps5E



