Christmas: A Personal Promise
God engineered the first Christmas to fulfill His promise to mankind. By Charles F. Stanley

What do you consider most significant about Christmas? Many people would say visiting with
relatives, attending parties, or giving and receiving gifts. Most people define Christmas by what they
see—the trees, lights, shopping, gifts, food, and parties. However, that’s not what Christmas is all
about. For believers, however, Christmas is far more than a December holiday with time off from
work. It is a personal promise from God to mankind. It is one of the three most important events in
human history. God’s plan for the salvation of mankind had to begin with the birth of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. Without this, there would have been no crucifixion, no resurrection, and no hope for
humanity. Christmas is the celebration of that moment when God came down to earth in the form of a
baby to reveal God’s love for sinful mankind with His death on the cross, which paid our sin debt in
full.

"You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." —Matthew 1:21

The significance of this special day is embodied in two scriptural names. In the first chapter of
Matthew, an angel of the Lord told Joseph that Mary, his fiancée, would bear a son conceived of the
Holy Spirit. He instructed Joseph to name the child “Jesus.” She will bear a Son; and you shall call
His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21). He also announced that the
birth would fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy: “‘They shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means
‘God with us’” (Matt. 1:23, referring to Isaiah 7:14).

Let’s examine the two names in this passage—Jesus and Immanuel. The name “Jesus”
is a transliteration of the Old Testament Hebrew word Joshua, meaning “the Lord is salvation.”
When the angel said, “You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins”
(v. 21), he was pointing to the significance of that original Christmas when God provided a solution for
your sin and mine, as well as for the sin of the entire world—past, present, and future.

Seven hundred years before Christ’s birth, Isaiah’s prophecy was a word of hope and encouragement
to Judah as it faced great crisis. The prophet’s message was an indication of what God was about to do
then as well as what would ultimately be fulfilled in the Messiah’s advent. Immanuel, a name full of
promise, was God’s way of assuring the Old Testament saints He was with them. Taken together,
these two names encompass what we need for our entire lives: Jesus, the pardoner of our sins,
and Immanuel, the divine presence within us to help and guide every moment of every day.
The names and the promises in them are the foundation for every facet of Christian life.

So how did God engineer that first Christmas to fulfill the promises of Jesus and Immanuel?
His method was the incarnation. On the night Christ was born, the eternal God—motivated by love—
entered the human family. He was supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit and physically born of a
virgin. Jesus never ceased to be God, and He remained perfectly sinless in His being.

If the incarnation hadn’t taken place exactly as it did, then we would still be living in our sin.
According to Scripture, the punishment for sin is death (Rom. 6:23). The Bible also says that God
rejects any imperfect sacrifice (Deut. 17:1). Jesus, because of His absolute sinlessness, is the only one
who could save us by offering Himself as a payment for our sin debt.
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Rom. 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Deut. 17:1 You shall not sacrifice to the LORD your God an ox or a sheep which has a blemish or
any defect, for that is a detestable thing to the LoRD your God.

Christmas is about God breaking into humanity, shattering time, and becoming life,
hope and help to all mankind.

Apart from the birth of God in human flesh, every one of us would have to stand before God with all of
our sin resting upon us, and our sins would separate us from Him (Isa. 59:2). So the incarnation is the
promise of Jesus—*“the Lord is salvation”—for every person in the world.

But that was not the full extent of God’s awesome plan. He also promised us His presence, which was
fulfilled in the birth of Immanuel. Jesus was “God with us,” the incarnate Deity, who physically lived
and walked among men to show us what the heavenly Father is like.

Before His crucifixion, Jesus encouraged His disciples with the promise of God’s indwelling presence.
Christ said that when He went away, He would ask the Father to send the Spirit of truth,
who “abides with you and will be in you” to teach, remind, comfort, and guide you every step of the
way (John 14:17, John 14:26).

Far better than God simply being “with me” is God within me (Holy Spirit), for me, and through me!
And that is His promise to every generation of believers—the incomparable, supernatural,
immeasurable God will take up residence inside of us and be everything we need. Once He lives within
you, there will never be a time when you have to walk without Him (Heb. 13:5).

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden
His face from you, So that He will not hear.

John 14:17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that | said to you.

What does the Bible tell us about Jesus?

The Word of God is the only true source of information about Christ. It’s our guide for living and a
light to show us the way in a dark world. If we ignore it, we’re like someone who smashes his compass

and flashlight and then tries to find his way out of a jungle at midnight.

God gave us the Scriptures to reveal Himself and His Son, and to show us the way of salvation.
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Supporting Scripture: Galatians 4:4-5 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law,
that we might receive the adoption as sons.

The Lord is not unable to save sinners, but our sins have made a separation between Him and us.
According to Romans 3:23, we have all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. This means we have
violated His laws and are not what He intended us to be. The only one who can end our separation
from God is Jesus Christ. Apart from Him, there is no way for us to come to the Father. Our sins
separate us from Him. Isaiah 59:1-2 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short that it cannot save;
Nor is His ear so dull that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and
your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.

This record of Christ’s birth fulfills Old Testament prophecy. This record of Christ’s birth reveals that
He was conceived in Mary by the Holy Spirit, thereby fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy.
Joseph was told to name the child Jesus because He would save His people from their sins.
Matthew 1:18-23 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.
And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her
away secretly. But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has
been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus,
for He will save His people from their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet: BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A
SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, GOD WITH US."

’

Colossians 2:9. Jesus wasn’t an ordinary man. “In Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.’

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

John 14:9 - Jesus said to him, Have | been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, "Show us the Father'?
Christ reconciled us to the Father through His death. Even though we may see ourselves as fairly good

in comparison to others, God doesn’t see us that way. Our sins make us His enemies. Yet while we
were in that state of enmity, Christ reconciled us to the Father through His death.

Romans 5:10-11 - For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only this
but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the
reconciliation.

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, We deserve to die and be eternally
separated from God because the wages for sin is death The Lord sent His Son to earth to provide a way
to forgive us and rescue us from this condemnation. Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death,

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Once we have heard the message of salvation in Christ and have believed, we are sealed with the
Holy Spirit as a promise of our eternal inheritance. This seal guarantees that our names are written in
the Lamb’s Book of Life and will never be erased. The Spirit comes to indwell us forever,
giving us assistance and guidance as we live in this world. Ephesians 1:13-14 - In Him, you also,
after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation - having also believed,
you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance,
with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Christ paid the penalty for our sins by dying in our place. He made peace with God though His blood
shed on the cross. Even though we were formerly alienated and hostile toward Him in our thoughts and
behaviors, Jesus reconciled us so He could present us to His Father as holy, blameless,
and beyond reproach. Reconciliation is God’s work—His Spirit convicts us of sin so we’re aware of
our need for salvation, and Jesus paid the penalty so we could be forgiven. When we believe this and
accept what Christ did on our behalf, we are cleansed and reconciled to the Father. Colossians 1:19-22

For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile to Himself
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood,
shed on the cross. Once you were alienated from God and were enemies separated from Him by your
evil thoughts and actions. Yet He has now reconciled you in His physical body through death,
in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—

Christmas is a serious time.

Although we usually associate Christmas with happy celebrations, it’s also an appropriate time for
serious reflection about our eternal destiny. Once we understand the true significance of Christmas
our attitude about the holiday will change. There is a living history we ought to keep at the forefront of
the holiday. Instead of focusing on the externals and becoming exhausted with all the preparations and
activities, we’ll see that Christmas is instead of focusing on the externals and becoming exhausted with
all the preparations and activities, we’ll see that Christmas is about Jesus, who came to offer us
forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. When people are strong and prosperous,
they don’t give much thought to the day of their death because they can go where they choose and do
what they want, but the day will come when we must each stand before God. The Bible clearly shows
us the way to be ready for that day, and Christmas reminds us that the only person who can forgive our
sins is Jesus Christ. He died in our place, and His resurrection proved that God accepted His sacrifice
as full payment for our sins. Because He’s alive, we can know we are forgiven. Even when our bodies
are placed in the grave, we will immediately be present with the Lord in heaven. This is our living
hope that can never die.

Because Jesus came to earth, we can think about Christmas in an entirely new way. The trees remind
us of the cross where He died, the gifts remind us of the eternal life He offers us, and the lights remind
us that the Light of the world now lives in our hearts. Considering all that Christ has done for us,
we should be filled with gratitude at Christmastime. With all the distractions and traditions of
Christmas, we need to be intentional about keeping Jesus the central focus.

In light of the wonderful promise of God’s redemption and presence, believers should be confident and
courageous. We don’t have a single need He can’t satisfy. How can we worry when the sovereign,
almighty God is with us?
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With the passage of time and increased maturity, our excitement regarding Christmas may change.
But our reason for celebrating grows deeper and more meaningful as our focus shifts from gifts to
Christ. Now the tree reminds us of the tree Jesus died on to pay for our sins. The lights testify that He
is the Light of the World, and the gifts are a mere shadow of the greatest gift ever given—Jesus Christ.
What can we say about this priceless present?

The giver of this amazing gift was God the Father.

Jesus’ life didn’t begin when He was born, or even when He was conceived. He has existed from
eternity past in heaven as a member of the Trinity. “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent
forth His Son, born of a woman” (Gal. 4:4). And the reason the Father gave His Son was because
He loved us and wanted us to have eternal life with Him (John 3:16). For God so loved the world that
He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

This gift from heaven came humbly wrapped.

Instead of coming down in a grand display of glory, Jesus was quietly conceived by the Holy Spirit
in the womb of a virgin who had no social or economic standing (Luke 1:35). Even the setting of
His birth was lowly (Luke 2:6-7). The only shelter Mary and Joseph could find was a stable.
On that night in the straw with animal smells all around, the Son of God was born. While retaining His
full deity, He took on the limitations of humanity and entered the world as a tiny, helpless baby.

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born
will be called the Son of God.

Luke 2:6-7 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.
And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Jesus was the perfect sacrificial gift.

Although He looked like any other Jewish baby, there was one big difference—He was the sinless
Son of God who had come to earth to rescue sinful humanity from certain condemnation and
eternal punishment. What was needed was a ransom—someone who could pay the penalty for our sin
so we could be forgiven. But no human being was qualified because we are all sinful and can only die
for our own sins. However, since Jesus was the only sinless human being, He alone could die for the
sins of all mankind. That’s why He said, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28). He came to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins.

The Son of God is the most precious gift ever given.

We generally consider something valuable based on its cost or origin. For example, both an expensive
car and an heirloom from Grandma could be precious in our eyes. Jesus is precious because He left
His Father and the glories and perfection of heaven to live among sinful people on earth.
Jesus was Immanuel—God with us—as He walked this earth, showing us the character and work of

5


https://www.intouch.org/read/from-pastors-heart/december-2017?=&Source=UTD122017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=monthly-email&spMailingID=18713560&spUserID=MjU1MjkxMDk5MwS2&spJobID=1161812202&spReportId=MTE2MTgxMjIwMgS2
https://www.intouch.org/read/from-pastors-heart/december-2017?=&Source=UTD122017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=monthly-email&spMailingID=18713560&spUserID=MjU1MjkxMDk5MwS2&spJobID=1161812202&spReportId=MTE2MTgxMjIwMgS2
https://www.intouch.org/read/from-pastors-heart/december-2017?=&Source=UTD122017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=monthly-email&spMailingID=18713560&spUserID=MjU1MjkxMDk5MwS2&spJobID=1161812202&spReportId=MTE2MTgxMjIwMgS2
https://www.intouch.org/read/from-pastors-heart/december-2017?=&Source=UTD122017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=monthly-email&spMailingID=18713560&spUserID=MjU1MjkxMDk5MwS2&spJobID=1161812202&spReportId=MTE2MTgxMjIwMgS2
https://www.intouch.org/read/from-pastors-heart/december-2017?=&Source=UTD122017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=monthly-email&spMailingID=18713560&spUserID=MjU1MjkxMDk5MwS2&spJobID=1161812202&spReportId=MTE2MTgxMjIwMgS2
https://www.intouch.org/read/from-pastors-heart/december-2017?=&Source=UTD122017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=monthly-email&spMailingID=18713560&spUserID=MjU1MjkxMDk5MwS2&spJobID=1161812202&spReportId=MTE2MTgxMjIwMgS2
https://www.intouch.org/read/from-pastors-heart/december-2017?=&Source=UTD122017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=monthly-email&spMailingID=18713560&spUserID=MjU1MjkxMDk5MwS2&spJobID=1161812202&spReportId=MTE2MTgxMjIwMgS2

the Father. Furthermore, the redemption He purchased for us is priceless. We were not redeemed with
silver or gold “but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ”
(1 Pet. 1:19). Nothing is more valuable than salvation, and the only One who can save us is
Jesus Christ.

God’s gift to us is eternal.

So many of the presents we open on Christmas Day quickly become old and useless. Toys break and
are soon outgrown, clothing wears out or becomes outdated, and the newest electronic gadget is
destined to become obsolete. But Jesus Christ and the salvation He offers us will never change or
pass away. Although He died on a cross, He overcame death with His resurrection and
lives forevermore (Rev. 1:17-18). And when we accept Him as our Savior and Lord, we too will live
forever with Him in heaven

Rev. 1:17-18 When | saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me,
saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, I am the Living One; and [ was dead, and behold,
| am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of death and of Hades.

This Christmas gift is both personal and universal.

Jesus Christ came to offer Himself as the sacrifice for sins to all who would believe in Him and call on
His name for salvation (Rom. 10:11-13). Although this offer is given to everyone, each person must
choose whether to accept or reject God’s gift of His Son. Although this gift must be personally
received, it’s also one gift we can share with others and keep for ourselves. Each time we explain to
someone who Jesus is and how He came to save us from our sins, we are offering them
the gift of Christ.

You will probably receive many gifts during your lifetime, but the one who arrived on that
first Christmas night in a stable is the only one that really matters. Although you can’t see or touch
Him, He is always with you if you know Him as Savior. He’ll love you unconditionally,
cleanse you from all sin, and one day bring you home to Himself in heaven. No wonder Paul
exclaimed, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Cor. 9:15).

Rom. 10:11-13 For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED. ”
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, and richly blesses
all who call on Him, for “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”

This year, | encourage you to give thanks to almighty God. The incarnation is the very essence of
Christmas. There’s nothing wrong with the gifts or festivities, as long as they don’t crowd out what
belongs in first place: Christmas is about God breaking into humanity, shattering time, and becoming
life, hope, and help to all mankind. Although we each have many wonderful Christmas traditions
let’s always keep Jesus at the center of our celebrations and never forget to share this indescribable gift
with others.

Charles F. Stanley — In Touch Ministries
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