Giving Thanks to God

Phil. 4:6 "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving."
You have there a definition of prayer. Prayer is supplication, or petition, with thanksgiving.
It is asking and thanking. It is that beautiful balance.

| Thessalonians 5:18 says: "In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God."

"Giving thanks unto the Father.” "Offer unto God thanksgiving..." It's that simple. It's commanded of us
to be thankful.

In Psalm 69:30, it says: "l will praise the name of God, with a song and will magnify Him
with thanksgiving."

In Psalm 107:21-22, "Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works
to the children of men! And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving...

Psalm 92:1, "It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord and to sing praises unto Thy name,
0 Most High."

At the end of Hebrews, it's an interesting statement that is made in Hebrews 13:15 "Let us offer the
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.

Thanksgiving is to make up a part of our life and I guess I'm as guilty as anybody else in failing so very
many times to thank God. It seems a simple thing to do, to set a little time aside every day and just thank
Him, but we forget, don't we? We don't forget to ask Him, we only forget to thank Him.

You want to know something interesting? Christ did it. Christ spent time thanking God.
In Matthew 11:25, and this is very basic, but | just want to remind you of it, "At that time Jesus answered
and said, | thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hidden these things from
the wise and prudent and revealed them unto babes."

In Matthew 26:26, and | want to show you how often Jesus did this... says: "And as they were eating,
Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave to the disciples and said, Take, eat; this is My body.
He took the cup and gave thanks and gave it to them.”

In John 6:11, and these are only samples, "And Jesus took the loaves and when He had given thanks,"
and here He is feeding the 5,000, "He distributed to the disciples.” But not until He had given thanks.

At the graveside of Lazarus, in John 11:41, "*Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, Father, | thank Thee that
Thou hast heard Me." This is the pattern of the life of Christ...to thank God. And this is commanded of us,
we must be thankful to God. He is the One who provides everything.

In Ephesians 5:20, it says: "And giving thanks always for all things, unto God and the Father in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ." Giving thanks always for all things.

First Timothy 1:12, Paul says: "And | thank Christ Jesus."
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In Romans 1: 8, Paul says "First, | thank my God for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed
throughout the whole world.”

Colossians 3:17 says "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by Him."

And there are illustrations in the Bible of thanksgiving, many of them. We are to give thanks privately.
Daniel, such a faithful man, the sixth chapter, the tenth verse: "Now, when Daniel knew that the writing
was signed, he went into his house," he knew the decree forbad him to do this, but he went into his house,
"His windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem,” the custom of the Jews. "He kneeled on his
knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did previously." We are to give
thanks privately like Daniel did, privately. We also are to give thanks publicly.

Psalm 35:18 says, just to serve as an illustration, "I will give Thee thanks in the great congregation.
| will praise Thee among many people.”

And by contrast, | would add this - that the wicked don't ever do it.

In Romans 1:21: It says "Because, when they knew God they glorified Him not as God, neither were they
thankful." One thing about people without God, they don't thank God. That's a tragic thing. We are the
only ones who can give God the credit, who can give God the thanks that He is so worthy of.

What are we to thank Him for? Did you ever think about that? What are we to thank God for?
Well, the Bible gives so many illustrations:

We're to thank God for God ... to thank Him for who He is. Listen to Psalm 30:4: "Sing unto the Lord,
0 ye saints of His; and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness." Thank God for who He is.
Thank God for His attributes. Thank Him for His love, His grace, His mercy, His compassion and
His justice. We are grateful how He blesses us but are we not also glad that no one will get away with
their evil ways (in the end) that cause so much harm to others and themselves?

Let’s look at some other things to be thankful for.

Probably the first and foremost for the fact that God is providential (the foreseeing care and guidance of
God over the creatures of the earth). And God is sovereign (One that exercises supreme, permanent
authority, especially in a nation or other governmental unit, as: A Kking). God is in control.
And aren’t we happy someone is and glad its God, who is a good, loving, just God.

That God has sent the Holy Spirit to live within us to comfort and guide us through this life.

We thank God for our Salvation, for having chosen us. Out of all the people who have ever lived on this
earth, or will live on this earth before He comes again, more will be condemned to hell than will spend
eternity in heaven with God for He said “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult
is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. Matthew 7:13-14
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Because of our salvation we have a relationship with God (our Creator and the Creator of all things).
Through prayer we can come to God to praise Him, confess our sins, thank Him for all He has done
including what He has done for us and to bring all our needs and desires to Him knowing He is ready,
willing and able to answer our prayers.

Because we are children of God, we have His unconditional love. He disciplines us as any loving parent
would do who loves their children. Nothing happens in our lives that He does not allow, always knowing
we will be better for the experience. Because we have made peace with God He has given us
the peace of God to help us persevere through those trials of life.

We have God’ protection over our lives until we have completed His will for our life. How many times,
through our own carelessness or stupidity, or that of others that could have affected our lives negatively,
or ended it, that we felt we had a guardian angel watching over us? When our time on this earth is done,
we have the promise of heaven as our eternal home.

We should be thankful that God gave us the Word of God. He gave us a guidebook on how to live this life
on earth, and has showed us the way to deal with our fallen nature and our enemy Satan who is relentless
in attacking us.

There are many things that come to our minds more often that we are usually thankful for.
These are the more everyday items we should consider. We are grateful that throughout our lives and up
until today, God has provided our daily food, a roof over our head, a place where we feel safe, people to
help us and just generally the blessings we enjoy compared to many other places in this world.

When we consider all there is to be thankful for we should have grateful hearts. With a grateful heart we
should have a positive attitude, being aware of God’s presence in our lives. We should have a humble
spirit, recognizing all that all we have is from God. Our spirits should be peaceful, trusting God will
provide our needs and guide us along each and every day.



The Gospel

There is no entrance into heaven without the one and only proper qualification. It will be your answer to
God’s question “What did you do with My son Jesus? ” There are many ways to say what you believe the
gospel means. God knows the knowledge He has brought to you and He knows your heart. One type of
acceptable answer would be, “I accepted Jesus as my Savior after hearing and believing the gospel
message - which is, God sent Jesus to this earth to make God known to man and for the purpose of
dying, in my place, for my sins, that is - my redemption. | believe by faith that Jesus Christ is
Lord and Savior, and God as the 2nd Person of the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), who came to
this world in human flesh, the only sinless man, who died on the cross, shedding His blood for our
sins and was resurrected from the dead to affirm who He was and to give us hope.

It is my responsibility to acknowledge and confess my sins and to repent, turning away from my sins and

to ask for forgiveness. Salvation is wholly of God by grace,(unmerited, undeserved favor), on the basis of

our trust in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, the merit of His shed blood on the cross, and not on the

basis of anything we can do. More importantly, understanding that it is the resurrection of

Jesus Christ that shows He conquered death and gives us the assurance that all He said is true.
The redemption of man being accomplished by His death on the cross and three days later,
the greatest event to ever take place on earth, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Yes, the Resurrection. It is the reason we celebrate Easter and do so in the springtime. It is the beginning
of new life. The beginning of our new life, (no matter how old we may be), when we acknowledge that
He died in our place for our sins.



